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"In Young America (township) a 
_ village of this name was platted in 
the fall of 7 856, which was 
incorporated March'4, 7879. The 
same name is also given to a lake 
there. At the organization of the 
township in 7858, it was first named 
Farmington, but later in that year 
was renamed Florence,· and in 7 863 
it was again changed to the present 
name, like its village. This name is a 
familiar expression for the vigor and 
progressiveness of the young people 
of the United States.· 
Warren Upham 
Minnesota Geographical 
Names Their Origin and 
Historic Significance, 7920 
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Project Description: 
The design project was initiated by 
the Young America Park Board in 
light of the fact that several 
organizations were discussing 
addffionsand/orchangesto 
Willkommen Park. The Park Board 
felt that an overall master plan was 
needed to guide the development 
of the park over the course of time. 
Several of the anticipated additions 
are expected to occur in time for 
dedication during the 130th 
Stiftungfest Celebration i n 1991 while 
others are goals seen as a part of a , 
long range plan. The primary focus 
of the master plan is to address both 
community festival needs and those 
of day-to-day activities, striving to 
better accommodate both. 
During the initial phase of the project 
the Young America Park Board 
established a list of ideas/concerns 
for Willkommen Park. The list is as 
follows: 
Description 
Pavilion 
--improve image 
--new access 
--basement (city· offices, library, 
meeting rooms) 
--new ~ses (kitchen, bathrooms, 
heat, A. C.) 
--wing with storage 
--move pavilion 
Grandstand 
--improve image 
-false fronts · 
--improve or eliminate 
bathrooms 
Other Structures 
--storage shed 
--improve rest rooms 
--more or improved concessions 
--barbecue relocated 
--VFW Aux. popcorn 
--ticket booth/press box 
--gazebo 
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Park Furniture 
--location for bell 
--new entrance gate 
--decorative fountain 
-lighting 
--trash containers 
--plantings 
--flags 
-drinking fountain 
--bike rack 
--statue of oxen 
Main Street 
--planters 
--decorative lighting 
--banners 
Circulation 
_:.pavement 
--vehicular access 
Town Entry 
--welcome sign area 
--south entrance 
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Master Plan Description: 
The master plan for Willkommen 
Park provides an organizational tool 
for the city as park improvements 
occur over the course of time. The 
design strives to address several 
goals: to establish a physical and 
visual connection with Main Street as 
a whole, to provide flexibility within 
the park for a broad range of uses, 
to organize activities upon the site 
and to recognize the significant 
nature of the city's history. 
Essentially the master plan for 
Willkommen Park can be described 
within the context of four basic 
concepts--structures, vegetation, 
lighting and history. Each of these 
focuses on a particular aspect within 
the park, yet each reinforces the 
other to accomplish the primary 
goals. 
Master Plan 
Design Features: 
Grandstand: The existing rest room 
facilities would be upgraded and 
made handicapped accessible, 
with the remaining space 
converted to storage. The facade 
of the grandstand would be faced 
with brick and a l O' arbor would run 
the length of it. The arbor functions 
to relieve the blankness of the large 
walls and provide a unifying 
· element for the proposed 
concession stands. A 10' x 16' 
addition has been added to the 
east side of the grandstand--the 
press box is located above while 
tickets and information are below. 
Locating the press in this location 
enables the announcer to be as 
near home plate as possible. 
Pavilion: The possibility exists that the 
pavilion will be renovated and 
winterized. Should this occur, the 
renovation should include creation 
of a new main entrance on the 
north side of the building and an 
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architecturally compatible 
enclosure for the dumpster 
adjacent to the kitchen. 
Gazebo: Near the northeast corner 
of the park is found the gazebo 
whi°ch houses the city bell. Unlike 
most gazebos, this structure is at 
ground level allowing 
handicapped accessibility. The 
floor of the gazebo would include 
an intricate pattern of brick paving 
while colored glass panes along 
the upper and lower roofs relate to 
the decorative lighting (see below). 
The low nature of the structure and 
broad roof resemble the 
concession stand from the early 
1900's. 
Concessions: The VFW Auxiliary 
popcorn stand ( l 0' x 15') and the 
baseball concessions (20' x 16') are 
located as near the grandstand 
entrance as possible. The VFW Aux. 
stand is set back from the dugout in 
order to allow air circulation, while 
the baseball concession stand is in 
line with the dugout so as not to 
obstruct the players' view. These 
structures would include the use of 
brick similar to that used to face the 
grandstand. Not only would the 
brick provide unity within the park, 
but it would also lend a sense of 
permanence to the structures. 
Fire Dept. Shelter: The Fire Dept. 
shelter (30" x 50') has been 
relocated away from its usual 
space near the pavilion. This new 
location would allow baseball 
spectators to use the shelter during 
games/tournaments and leaves 
the area near the pavilion flexible 
for future uses. In addition, locating 
the shelter away from the pavilion 
will focus attention on the pavilion. 
Structurally the shelter would include 
a gabled roof referencing that of 
the pavilion, with a railing running the 
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length of the sidewalk. In addition, 
free standing walls have been 
placed around the utility box in 
order to conceal it. These walls 
could be used for posting events 
and scores for baseball 
tournaments. 
Arbor: The arbor physically and 
visually connects the grandstand to 
the concessions; moreover, as 
described earlier it aids in alleviating 
the blankness of the grandstand 
wall. The same arbor is found along 
the front and one side of the rest 
rooms. Here again the arbor 
visually ties the rest rooms to the 
other areas of the park and 
provides a place for children to 
play along the north side. 
Covered with the vigorous vine 
riverbank grape ( Vitis riparia), the 
arbor will soon become a 
penetrable green wall. Riverbank 
grape was chosen for its extreme 
hardiness, tolerance to compacted 
soils and ease of culture. With its 
rapid growth an annual trimming is 
all that will be needea to keep the 
plant in check. 
The arbor would be constructed of 
cedar. While expensive, cedar is a 
wonderful exterior material as it 
holds up well and weathers a 
natural silver-grey. Allowing the 
arbor to naturally weather would 
eliminate the need to paint the 
structure (which could prove difficult 
once the vines mature); in addition, 
the silver-grey color would 
complement the brick of the 
concessions and grandstand. 
Located on the support columns 
are lighting fixtures similar in style to 
those found in the rest of the park. 
Barbecue/Historic Info. Shelter: The 
barbecue pit, used primarily during 
Stiftungfest would be faced with 
brick (matching that of the 
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grandstand) and . a removable 
history plaque placed upon it. This 
plaque would feature information 
on the city and Stiftungfest; 
moreover, it would direct visitors 
through the history walk (see 
below). During Stiftungfest this history 
plaque would be placed 
elsewhere in the park. 
Also located in this corner of the 
park would be a commemorative 
city statue. The base would be 
constructed of brick as would the 
short wall defining the children's play 
area. This brick wall replaces the 
current chain link fence which is 
uninviting. 
History Walk: Originating at the 
Barbecue/History Information 
Shelter visitors would be guided 
along a walk marked by 
waymarkers. These waymarkers--
running the length of Main Street--
would consist of granite inlays within 
the concrete walk. The inlays might 
contain the city logo, historic 
information, quotes, etc. Along the 
walk would be free standing 
interpretive plaques displaying silk 
screened copies of historic Main 
Street photos. These plaques would 
allow individuals to see the changes 
· that have occurred to the original 
buildings over the course of time. 
Sidewalks: The walkways within the 
park provide not only a surface to 
walk on but serve to help organize 
the site. The sidewalks clearly direct 
the pedestrian around and through 
the park. The sidewalk along the 
east end of the pavilion would be 
reinforced allowing it to be used for 
deliveries. While not intended for 
heavy use, this walk/service drive 
would allow individuals to drive up 
to the pavilion, unload their 
belongings and back out. The 
sidewalks would be made of a 
dyed concrete. 
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Barbecue pit with historic 
information cover. 
Post ond bollard lighting. 
Historic information 
center /barbecue oit. 
Lighting: Pedestrian scale lighting 
has been provided throughout the 
park. Lining Main Street as well as 
the major walkways within the park 
would be decorative lighting. The 
design calls for fixtures made of 
colored glass side panels and an 
open bottom for white light to shine 
through. The use of color will 
provide a sparkle to the park and 
create a distinct district within the city. 
Shorter bollard fixtures with glass 
panels of a complementary color 
are used along the meandering 
path from the gazebo to the 
concessions. 
Plant Material: The Japanese tree 
lilac(Syringa reticulata) was chosen 
for the boulevard plantings. This 
choice was made for several 
reasons. Firstly, is shape and size will 
aid in retaining the grand open 
feeling of the field and prevent its 
branches from overhanging the 
fence. Secondly, it is reliably hardy, 
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disease resistant and tolerant of 
road salt. Lastly, its spring flowers will 
provide a welcome entry into the 
city. The boulevard planting also 
includes the vine Virginia creeper 
(Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
'Engelmanni'). This rapid grower will 
soon cover the fence providing a 
green wall reminiscent of those 
found in the famous historic ball 
parks. Both the Japanese tree lilacs 
and the Virginia creeper are 
planted 10' 0. C. 
The plantings on the north end of the 
park serve to reinforce the 
vegetation which currently exists. 
While several trees will need to be 
removed to implement the plan, 
care was taken to retain as many as 
possible. Proposed plant additions 
include _one silver maple to 
complete the existing row, one 
swamp white oak near the mature 
oaks to the northwest. one green 
ash along the west boulevard and 
finally rows of red maple lining the 
walkways. One species of tree was 
chosen to line the walks in order to 
help define the spaces within the 
park. Simple lines of one tree type 
make a stronger statement than 
many varieties of trees. Moreover, 
a variety of trees are found 
throughout the park. Lastly, the red 
maple will provide wonderful fall 
color and is tolerant of drought and 
compacted soils. 
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Possible photos which could be 
used on the history walk. Visitors 
would be able to see changes 
which have occurred over time. 
• 
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Views of Main Street, 1 m. 
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Site Analysis Description: 
In order to truly understand the park 
and its relationship to the city the site 
analysis included not only the park 
itself but the city as a whole. The 
onalysis of the city revealed historic 
points of interest, important views 
within the city and opportunities for 
enhancing the entry experience. 
Those aspects which could be 
incorporated into the design were, 
although the scope of the project 
excluded some, such as the city 
entrances. Those which were not 
addressed in the scope of this 
project should be considered in the 
future. 
As for the analysis of Main Street and 
Willkommen Park six primary areas 
of investigation were explored: 
location, topography and 
drainage, vegetation, vehicular 
access and pedestrian circulation. 
Analysis 
Location: 
Located at the very heart of the city 
along Main Street, Willkommen Park 
commands an important site. In a 
sense, the park plays the role of the 
village green found in many New 
England towns. Moreover, like the 
New England green, Willkommen 
Park is instrumental in ones 
perception of Young America upon 
entering the city. At the intersection 
of Central Avenue and Main Street 
the park is the most visible aspect of 
Main Street one encounters. At this 
intersection Willkommen Park serves 
as the entrance to the city. In a like 
manner the intersection of 1st 
Avenue and Main Street is that point 
where the park connects to the 
original business district. The 
prominent location of Main Street 
provides an invaluable opportunity 
to create a Main Street about 
Young America. 
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Nonhwest winter inds 
should be buffered. 
Low area--potential 
pr blems. 
BBQ pit commands much 
attention and space 
considering the limited extent 
of its use. 
U1hl Pole o 
The area along the fence is 
well tended; however, it Is 
visually bancn. 
Low arca--potential drainage 
problems. 
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MAIN STREET 
□ 1rIHIIE "As the community grew it became necessary to have a larger area and therefore, land was 
acquired at the west end of main street. A 
pavilion was erected, also an octagon bandstand. 
The pavilion got to be a very popular place. In 
the bandstand one could purchase beer, soft 
drinks, bananas which hung from the rafters, 
slices of watermelon, a nickle cone of ice cream, 
and tobacco." 
RESIDENTIAL 
Tree Legend 
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Two views of 
the pavilion. 
Structures: 
The park itself is dominated by the 
pavilion dating from the late l 800's 
to early l 900's and the baseball 
grandstand built in the l 940's--both 
important historic features. Other 
small structures such as the rest 
rooms, concessions, barbecue pit 
and dugouts are also located within 
the confines of the park. In general 
the park conveys the image of a 
county fair grounds during that 
portion of the year when not in use--
the large structures and large 
overhead lighting contribute to this 
feeling both day and night. 
Pavilion: Commanding a large 
portion of the site, the pavilion is 
integral to the park. Serving needs 
both during Stiftungfest and the 
remainder of the summer season 
the image of the pavilion needs to 
be preserved and enhanced. Of 
primary concern is the lack of a 
main entrance. 
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The rest rooms draw attention to 
themselves due to their placement 
and lack of surrounding vegetation. 
Lack of vegetation and large 
expanses of asphalt compound 
f hE: blankness of the rear wall of 
the grandstand. 
. '\ 
I' 
,· 
/ 
a. The barbecue pit is located in a 
very prominent corner of the park. 
_____________________ A_s_im--"-p_le_ro_o_~_e_d structure protects it. _ ____________ _ 
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Grandstand: The grandstand faces 
southwest onto the baseball field. 
This orientation along with the 
structural openings in the rear wall 
allow for summer breezes, which 
typically come from the southwest, 
to help cool the grandstand. The 
rear facade, while structurally sound, 
provides a large blank wall to the 
park and Main Street. This starkness 
is heightened by the lack of 
vegetation near the grandstand . 
and the large expanses of asphalt 
surrounding it. 
Rest Rooms: The rest rooms visually 
draw attention to themselves due to 
their placement near Central 
Avenue and the lack of any 
vegetation or other structures near 
them. 
Barbecue Pit: The barbecue pit 
located near the northwest corner 
of the park is sheltered by a minimal 
roof structure. Due to its prominent · 
location and limited use ( almost 
solely during Stiftungfest) possible 
alternative uses or locations should 
be considered. 
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Topography and Drainage: 
The site upon which Willkommen 
Park is located is essentially flat. Two 
potential low are areas do exist 
within the park--one is located to the 
south of the pavilion while the other 
is located in the northeast section of 
the park. These low areas 
combined with the compact nature 
of the soil pose potential drainage 
problems which could prove 
especially problematic during 
Stiftungfest. In addition, any 
vegetation planted within the park 
should be able to withstand 
compacted soil. 
I 
Vegetation: 
All of the park grounds are mown 
turf. The northern portion of the park 
has several mature oak and silver 
maple trees and several younger 
green ash. The mature trees 
provide much needed shade and 
a sense of history to the park. No 
vegetation is found along the 
fences on the east and west 
property lines--while well tended 
these areas are visually barren. 
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Vehicular Access: 
Access to the park is provided by a 
curb cut on Main Street and one on 
1st Avenue S. E. In addition, a large 
amount of paving provides access 
within the park. Unfortunately, the 
layout of the pavement does not 
help to organize the park--if 
anything is promotes automobile 
traffic within the park. Vehicular 
access to the concessions and 
pavilion is essential but could be 
handled in a more sensitive 
manner. 
Pedestrian Circulation: 
Within the park the only clearly 
pedestrian pathway is that from the 
northeast corner of the park to the 
pavilion. The other paved surfaces 
within the park appear intended for 
automobile use rather than 
pedestrian. No boulevard 
sidewalks exist along any of the 
park's borders. An important 
connection with Main Street might 
be accomplished by continuing the 
sidewalk along Main Street.· 
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Conceptual Plqn Descriptions: 
Three alternative conceptual plans 
were developed for Willkommen 
Park and presented to the Young 
America Park Board. The 
conceptual plans and drawings 
were used to generate discussion 
as to what the park would look like 
based upon different design 
directives. the members of the Park 
Board were asked to comment on 
copies of each concept in order to 
derive a consensus and generate 
a master plan. 
Conceptual Plans 
Main Street Concept: 
The Main Street concept attempts 
to make Willkommen Park an 
integral part of Main Street. 
Circulation is ordered within the park 
to reflect the organization of Main 
Street. The linear arrangement of 
concessions near the baseball field 
provides an order to the park and 
localizes these high activity areas to 
one portion of the park. A 
secondary Main Street might be 
created through the use of false 
facades on existing and proposed 
structures. 
While the linear arrangement of the 
concessions provides an order to 
the park, the village green provides 
flexibility. This area would seNe as 
the heart of the city both during 
Stiftungfest and at other times of the 
year. The "village green" is ringed 
by rows of trees as are the other 
pathways. Areas for flowers are 
provided near the pavilion. 
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Structurally, the pavilion would 
remain the same size as it is at 
present with renovations taking 
place within the structure. Likewise, 
the rest rooms of the grandstand 
would be upgraded while the free 
standing rest rams should be 
added onto. These additions 
would include storage to the south 
and a children's playhouse to the 
north--by physically linking these 
structures to the existing rest rooms 
the building would be given more 
of a presence. 
The barbecue pit would be 
relocated next to the fire 
department shelter. Lastly, the ball 
field fence would be moved in 
alignment with the inner portion of 
the lighting towers, allowing 
sidewalks and boulevard trees to 
run the length of the park. 
The strength of this concept lies in its 
ordering of the site and 
concentration of concessions in one 
area. On potential pitfall of the Main 
Street concept is that rather than 
recreating historic Main Street, the 
false fronts may end up making the 
park look more like Disneyland or a 
ghost town. 
25 
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Main Street 
Tho Main Strool concept attempts lo make 
Wlllkommon Park an Integral part of Main 
Strool. Decorative fighting and banners 
visually connect the park and Main Stroot 
while a village green becomes tho heart of 
tho city. 
Main Street, albeit a Main Stroot of by gone 
days, Is captured through the use of false 
facades on existing and proposed 
structures. Tho linear arrangement of 
concessions provides an order lo the park 
and tho village green provides lloxlblllly. 
One potential pitfall of the Main Street 
concept Is that rather than recreating 
historic Main Street, the false fronts may end 
up making tho park more like Disneyland or 
a ghost town. 
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Civic Center Concept: 
The civic center concept responds 
to the desire to expand and 
upgrade the pavilion. Such 
changes include a new kitchen and 
rest rooms upstairs and the 
relocation of the city offices, the 
library and storage in a new 
basement. Through placing these 
new uses within the park, the park 
becomes more than just another 
playground or ball field, it becomes 
the civic center. Most of the 
Structures are arranged around the 
"civic square" thereby helping to 
define it. 
The central plaza would feature a 
fountain or sculpture depicting 
some aspect of the city. 
Surrounding this plaza would be a 
grass plane with trees randomly 
placed. Diagonal sidewalks direct 
people into and through the park. 
A bell tower featuring the city bell 
would seNe as an entry portal to the 
pavilion/community center. Entry to 
the lower level of the pavilion is via 
a sunken plaza This plaza is 
necessary in order to provide the 
handicap ramps which would be 
required unless an elevator were 
installed within the structure. 
The concession stands would 
orientate themselves around the 
plaza, making the plaza the center 
of activity.. The facade to the 
grandstand, now seNing a major 
role as a backdrop to this civic 
center would be refinished with new 
material such as a brick sculptural 
relief or a brick and tile mosaic. 
Finally, the playground has been 
moved to the south side of the 
pavilion thereby moving it away 
from the street. In addition, by 
moving the equipment to the 
protected south side of the building, 
the play areas will be warmer in 
both the spring and fall. 
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The new uses for the p9vilion will 
bring activity to the park year round. 
However, the costs associated. with 
such a move are great--aside from 
the monetary expense the city will 
be left with two empty buildings (the 
current city office and the library 
building) on a Main Street already 
struggling to maintain businesses. 
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this design addresses the desire to locate 
the city olllces, library and meeting facllltles 
In a basement below the pavlllon. By 
piecing these uses within the park, the park 
becomes more than Just another 
playground of ball park, II becomes the 
"civic center•. Most of the structures are 
arranged around this civic square to help 
dellne II. 
The new uses for the pavlllon WIil bring 
activity to lhe park year round. One note of 
mention, however, Is the cost associated 
with such a move--aslde from the monetary 
expense the city wlll be left with lwo empty 
buildings on a Main Street struggling to 
maintain businesses. 
Rooms/Slor1g1) 
(City Olllces/Llbrary/elc.) 
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~J 
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Garden Concept: 
Often parks and natural areas are 
viewed as a retreat from the 
demands of our everyday lives, 
much as say the garden in our back 
yard. In this design concept the · · 
park strives to be that place of 
refuge within the city. The design is 
characterized by meandering 
walks which take one through the . 
park and dense plantings of shrubs 
and trees. 
The use of trees and shrubs serve as 
a visual buffer to the blank facade 
of the grandstand and rest rooms. 
Moreover, a "Young America flower 
walk" would become an annual 
event in the city-each spring 
residents would gather together to 
prepare and plant the flower beds. 
In addition, segments of the walk 
would be "adopted" by 
organizations within the city and 
maintained by them. The 
concessions would be located 
along the north· side of the baseball 
field and would include a trellis 
covered picnic area. 
Through the use of primarily plant 
material and little use of paving and 
structural elements this plan could 
be implemented at moderate 
expense. However, the mere fact 
that the park is viewed as a retreat 
precludes it from relating to Main 
Street as strongly as the other 
concepts do. 
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Otten porks and natural areas ore viewed 
as o retreat from the demands of our 
everyday lives, much as soy the garden In 
our backyard. In this design concept 
alternative the main feolure Is o meandering 
'young America Flower Walk' . This path with 
Its flowers plonled on both sides could 
become on annual event In lhe clly- -each 
spring townspeople could gel together to 
prepare and plant the beds and throughout 
the summer dlfterent areas could be 
'adopted" by various city organizations. In 
addition, tree and shrub plantings would be 
Increased considerably. In particular, the 
rest rooms and grandstand would be 
densely planted to ·soften· their visual 
effect. 
Now Storage 
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Preliminary Master Plan 
Preliminary Master Plan 
Description 
The preliminary master , with the 
exception of a few alterations, is 
essentially the same as the master 
plan previously described. The 
changes are outlined below. 
--The storage facility in the 
preliminary master plan was 
eliminated. The Young America 
Park Board decided that an 
additional storage facility was not 
necessary within the park at this time. 
--The west entrance gate in the · 
fence was moved. Presently this 
gate opens onto the playing field. It 
was felt that locating the gate 
nearer the concessions would be 
preferable. This move eliminates 
delivery traffic on the playing field. 
--The gazebo steps were 
eliminated in the final plan. Due to 
-its location on one of the main 
walkways it was decided that a 
completely handicapped 
accessible structure would be more 
appropriate. 
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